
AIt ORDINANCE

TO PROVIDE
'FAIR HOUSING

BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUIITY COI.IIIISSIONERS

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

ORDINANCE NO. B4-7

)

)

)

)

An ordinance prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race'
color, religion, national origin, ancestry, place of birth, sex'
d9€, maritai statusr p€fsonal appearance, sexual orientation,
p5fitical affiliationl physical handicap, source.of income, and

btu"" of residence or business in regard to housing accomodations
ruitnin the County of Co}umbia, Oregon: declaring the policy of
the County; defining the terms used; prohibiting certain prac-
tices which would c6nstitute discrimination in connection with
the sale, PUrchase, leasing, or financing of housing facilities;
exemptions- and exceptions Lo the application of this ordinance
for iertain groups of persons; providing for procedure, other
rerhedies, an6 penaltiei; repealing conflicting County orqinances'
Iaws and resolutions; providing for severability of invalid sec-
tions or sub-sections; and providing for an effective date.

Be it ordained by the Board of Commissioners of Columbj-a
' County that:

SECTION I. DECLARATION OF POLTCY

It is hereby declared to be the policy of Columbia County'
Oregon, in the exercise of its police power to assure equal
opp5rtunity to all persons to live.in decent housing facilities
anb, to thlt end, to prohibit discrimination in housing by any
pe r son

5ECTION 2. DEFINIT]ONS

The following words and terms when used in this ordinance
have the following meanings:

(I) "Age" means eighteen years of age or older except
in a case oi employment, age shall be defined as eighteen
seventy years of a9e, unless otherwise prohibited by law.

(2) "County" means the county of Columbia, Oregon.
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(3) "Discrimination" or "discriminatory housing practice"
means any difference in treatment based upon race, color, reli-
gion, nu-tional origin, ancestry, place of birth' Sexr d9e, mari-
[aI status, perSonal appearance, sexual orientation, PoIiticaI
affiliation, physical handicap, source of income, or place of
residence or nusiness; or any act that is unlawful under this
ord inance .
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(4) "r'amily Responsibitities" means the state of being, or
the potential to become, a contributor to the support of a person
or persons in a dependent relationship, irrespective of numbers.

(5) "Financial Institution" includes any person, ds defined
herein, engaged in the business of lending money or guaranteeing
Iosses.

(6) "Housing accommodation" or "dwe1lin9" means any building,
mobile home or tiailer, structure, or portion thereof which is
occupied dSr or designed, or intended for occupancy, dsr a resi-
dence by one or more families, and any vacant land which is
offered for sale or lease for the construction or location
thereon of any such building, mobil-e home or trailer, structure,
or portion thereof or any real propefty, as defined herein, used
or intended to be used for any of the purposes set forth in this
subsection.

(7) "Marital status" means the state of being married,
single, divorced, separated, or widowed and the usual conditions
associated therewith, inctuding pregnancy or parenthood.

(B) "owner" means any person' or any
sons in whom is vested all or any part of
ownership or possession of, or the right
any real property.

one
the

of a number of per-
legal or equitable

to seII, rent or lease,

(9) "person" means any individual, firm, partnership, mutual
company, joint stock company, corporationr aSsociationr organLza-
tion, unincorporated organization, Iabor union' government
agency, incorporation society, statutory or common law trust'
estate, exeCutOr, administrator r receiver, truStee, COnSerVator 'Iiquidator, trustee in bankruptcy, committee' assignee, officer,
employee, principal or agent, IegaI or personal representative,
rell estate broker or salesman or any agent or representative of
any of the foregoing.

(10) "PersonaI Appearance" means the outward appearance of
any person, irrespective of sex, with regard to bodily condition
or characteristics, manner or sLyle of dress, and manner or style
of personal grooming, including, but not Iimited to, hair style
and beards. ft shall not relate, however, to the requirement of
cleanliness, uniforms, or prescribed standards, when uniformly
applied for admittance to a public accommodation, oE when uni-
formly applied to a class of employees, for a reasonable business
purpose; or when such bodily conditions or characteristics, style
6r manner of dress or personal grooming presents a danger to the
health, welfare or safety of any individual.
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(11) "Physical Handicap" means a bodily or mental disablement
which may be the result of injury, illness or congenital con-
dition for which reasonable accommodation can be made.

(12) "PoIitical Affiliation" means
or endorsing any political party.

the state of belonging to

(13) "ReaI Estate Broker" or "Real Estate SaIesman" includes
any individual, qualified by law, who, for a fee, commission,
salary or for other valuable consideration, or who with the
intention or expectation of receiving or collecting same, Iists,
seIIs, purchases, rents or leases any housing accommodation,
including options thereupOn, or who negotiates or attempts to
negotiate such activities; or who advertises or holds himself out
as engaged in such activities; or who negotitates or attempts to
negotiate a loan, secured by a mortgage or other encumbrance,
upon transfer of any housing accommodation; or who is engaged in
the business of charging an advance fee or contracting for
collection of a fee in connection with a contract whereby he
undertakes to promote the sa1e, purchase, rental or lease of any
housing accommodation through its listing in a publication issued
prinarily for such purpose; or an individual employed by or
acting on behaLf of any of these.

(I4) "Real Property" includes buildings, structures' lands'
tenements, leaseholds, cooperatives and condominiums.

(15) "SexuaI Orientation" means male or female homosexuality'
heterosexuality and bisexuality, by preference or practice.

(16) "UnlawfuI Discrimination Practice" means those discrimi-
natory practices prohibited by this ordinance.

SECTION 3. GENERAL PROHTBITED ACTS OF DISCRI}IINATION

(a) General.

It shall be an
the following acts,
reason based on the
ancestry, place of
appearance, sexual
handicap, source of
any individual:

unlawful discriminatory practice to do any of
wholly or partially for a discriminatory
race, color, religion, national origin,

birth, sex, d9€, marital status, Personal
orientation, political affiliation, physical

incomer or place of residence or business of

(1) To interrupt or terminate, or refuse or fail to initiate
or conduct any transaction in real propertyt or to require dif-
ferent terms for such transactions; or to represent falsely that
an interest in real property is not available.
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(2) To include in the terms or conditions of a transaction
in real property, any clause, condition or restriction.

(3) To refuse to lend money, guarantee a loan, accept a deed
of trust or mortgage t ot otherwise refuse to make funds available
for the purchase, icguisition, construction, alterationl' rehabi-
Iitationl repair or maintenance of real property; or impose
differenl cottaitions on such financing; or refuse to provide
title or other insurance relating to the ownership or use of any
interest in real ProPertY.

(4) To refuse or restrict facilities, services, repairs or
improvements for a tenant or lessee.

(5) To make, printr or publish, or cause to be madet
printed, or published any notice' statement' or advertisement'
iritt respect-to a transa-tion, or proposed transaction, in real
propertyl or financing relation thereto, which notice statement
irr iaveitisement unlawfully indicates or attempts unlawfully to
i'ndicate any pref erence, Iimitation, or discrimination.

(6) To discriminate in any financial transaction involving
real'property, on account of the location of residence or business.

(7) To coerce, threaten, retaliate against, or interfere with
any person in the exercise or enjoyment ofr of on.account of
traviirg exercised or enjoyed t oE on account of having aided or
encouiaged any other person in the exercise or enjoyment of any
right granted or protected under this ordinance.

(B) To require, reguest, or suggest that a person retaliate
against, interfere with, intimidate or discriminate against a

p6rson, because that Person has opposed any practice made

irnlawful by this ordinance, or because that person had made a
charge, testified, assisted or participated in any manner in an
inveitigation, proceeding or hearing authorized under this
ordinance.

(9) To cause or coercer or attempt to cause or coerce,
directly or indirectly, dDY person to prevent any person from
complying with the provisions of this ordinance.

compel or coerce the doing of
provisions of this ordinance

any
or

(I0) To aid, abet, invite,
of the acts forbidden under the
to attempt to do so.

(b) subterfuge.
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It shall further be an unlawful discriminatory practice to do
any of the above said acts for any reason that would not have
been asserted but for, wholly or partially, d discriminatory
reason based on the race, color, religion, national origin,
ancestry, place of birth, sexr d9€, marital statusr P€rsonal
appearance, sexual orientation, politicat affiliation, physicial
nlnaicap, source of incomer or place of residence or business of
any individual.

(c) Blockbusting and steering.

It shall be an unlawful discriminatory practice for any
person, whether or not acting for monetary gain, directly or
indirectly to engage in the practices of "blockbusting" and
"steeringt' including, but not limited to the commission of any
one or nore of the following acts:

(I) To promote, inducer or influene a transaction in real
property through any representation, means or devise whatsoever
calculated to induce a person to discriminate or to engage in
such transaction wholly or partially in response to discrimina-
tion, prejudice, fear or unrest added by such means, device or
representat ion.

(21 To place a sign, or display any other device, either
purporting to offer or tending to lead to the belief that an
offer is being made for a transaction in real property that is
not in fact available or offered for transaction, or which pur-
ports that any transaction in real property has occurred that in
fact has not.

(d) Acts of Discrimination by broker or salesman.

It shall be an unlawful discriminatory practice for any real
estate broker or real estate salesman, to commit any act of
discrimination prohibited under the provisions of this ordinance,
if such act or the property involved is within unincorporated
Columbia County.

SECTION 4. EXEMPTIONS

(a) This ordinance shall not apply to:

(1) Any religious or political organizations, or any orga-
nization operated for charitable or educational purposes, which
is operated, supervised or controlled in a manner giving pre-
ference to persons of the same retigion or political persuasion,
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to members of the same charitable or educational organization,
is calculated by such organization to promote the principles
which it is established or maintained.

or
as
for

(2) The rental or leasing of housing accommodations in a

building in which the ownerr oE members of his family occupy one
of the iiving units and in which there are, or the ovtner intends
that there be, accommodations for not more than:

(A) Five families, and only with respect to a prospective
tenant, not related to the owner-occupant with whom the owner-
occupant anticipates the necessity of sharing a kitchen or bath;
and

(B) Two families tiving independently of each other.

(3)
the owner
such sale

The sale or rental of a single-family house provided
was the most recent resident of such house prior to
or rental.

(b) Nothing contained in
shall be deemed to permit anY
hibited by any statute, or bY
and not repealed herein.

the provisions of this ordinance'
rental or occupancy otherwise pro-
any regulation previously enacted

exer -
or ther

SECT1ON 5. PROCEDURE

Any person aggreived by an unlawful practice prohibited by
this Ordinance may fite a complaint with the County Attorney
within thirty (30) days after the aggreived person becomes aware
of the alleged unlawful practice, and in no event more than sixty
(60) days after the alleged unlawful practice occurred. The
County Attorney or his duly authorized representative shall
invesligate ealfr complaint and aLtempt to resolve each complaint.
Failure to achieve a resolution acceptable to both parties and
compliance with this Ordinance shall cause the County Attorney to
forward the complaint and his findings to appropriate State
and/or Federal officials.

SECTION 6. OTHBR REMEDIE5

Nothing this Ordinance shall prevent any person from
cising any right or seeking any remedy to which he might
wise be entitled or from filing his complaint with any
appropriate governmental agency.



Fai
Pag

AYE
X

rH
e9

ousing Ordinance
even

SECTION 7. PENALTIES

Any person violating any provision of this Ordinance shall,
upon conviction thereof, be punished as provided by law.

SECTION 8. SEVERABILITY OF INVALTD PROVISION5

ln case any one
clauses, or provisi
such sections, subs
situations, circums
held to be unconsti
or invalidity shall
of this Ordinance o

or more of the sections, subsections,
ons of this Ordinance, or the application of
ections, clauses or provision to any
tancesr or person, shall for any reason be
tutional or invalid, such unconstitutionality
not affect any other sections or provisions

r the application of such sections, subsec-
rovisions to any other situation, circumstance
s intended that this Ordinance shall be
lied as if such section or provision so held
invalid had not been included in this

tions, clauses or
or person, and it

p
i

constructed and app
unconstitutional or
ordinance.

SECTION 9. EFFECTIVE DATE

This ordinance being necessary for the immediate protection of the
pub'lic health, safety and we'lfare, an emergency is declared to exist and this
ordinance sha'll take effect on 'its passage.

REGULARLY PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY THIS 21st DAY 0F N0VEMBER '1984.

First Readins: //-.)/- 3{ * BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION RS

Second Readi ng : // -._t/- sr' * FOR C IA COUNTY ORE
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_ Commissioner King

-_- Commissioner Hunt
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